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>> CHAIR:  Can we settle in, please.  Can we take our seats.
>> CHAIR:  Can we please take our seats to start in the next minute.
>> CHAIR:  Good morning.  Welcome to the first meeting of the Working Group of the Plenary.  We are working from now until about 10:50. Let me take this opportunity to thank you for your acceptance and your trust in us to be working with you on this cross -- or different dimensions of purpose which we have to report to two committees as they are related to them and also to the Plenary.
I will introduce the Vice-Chairs of the Committee.  My name is Kwame Baah-Acheamfuor.  And I start with Ms. Almira Gataulina, followed by Leonel Zambia.  And on the left Inga Rimkeviciene, and then I have Mr. Alireza Darvishi.  I have two more vice-chairs that will join us during the course of our meeting.
As the tradition is, the ITU and also taking a lead from the Vice-Prime Minister yesterday in his speech.  He said that we should act in our interest, in this Working Group of the Plenary, act in our interests, meaning we're working towards consensus because that would be the general good for the ITU.
I will at this point request the Secretariat to explain how you can request for an intervention and to take the floor.
>> SECRETARIAT:  Thank you, Chair.  Good morning, everybody.  All the plenary, the Working Group of the Plenary will have remote participation.  For those in the room, just press your button or your microphone and we can see on the screen who is asking for the floor.  For those that are following the meeting remotely, raise your hand and we can see you on the screen who is raising the hand and we'll give the floor in the order of the requests.  Thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Secretariat.  Now, I present to you the Agenda ADM/13 Rev. 1 which we'll be showing on our screens.  We are to do some modifications this morning, if you can see that on the screens now on the one page.
Thank you.  The agenda has the Terms of Reference for the Working Group of the Plenary.  And as was agreed at the first plenary, the documents are located to this Working Group.  So, from that list of documents to our Working Group, the agenda for this meeting has a bunch of side documents and reports that are to be presented by the ITU Council on behalf of the Secretary-General, and these will be presented ahead of related documents.
So, as on the screen now, I will open the floor if there are any comments to the agenda for this morning.  I see no one requesting for the floor.  I see Russian Federation; you can have the floor.
I'm sorry.  Interpretation, can we try again?  Give the floor to Russian Federation.
>> INTERPRETER:  The interpreter can't actually hear the Russian Federation, Chairman.  I hear you now.  Yes.  Thank you.
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  Thank you very much, Chairman.  First of all, may I begin by congratulating you on being elected Chairman.  You see that this document is Rev. 1, but I only have ADM/13, so has there been any changes and could we please know what they are?  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Russian Federation.  I'll refer to ADM/13.  What we have there is Agenda Item 6, was a Report on Council Working Group on Child Online Protection.  We will move that to 9, ahead of 9.  We will move ahead of 9 so we have the opportunity of the presentation of that report and then the proposals to the related resolution.  So, that will be one.
The other change is that we will have agenda items 15 and 16 coming ahead of 12, so these are the changes.  I see -- thank you.  Is this clear to the Russian Federation?  Thank you very much.  I see no one.  Thank you very much.  Any other comments in I see no one asking for the floor, so I thank you very much on this.
Is there any objection to our agenda?  I see no objection, so thank you very much.  Our agenda is approved.  We move to the next agenda item which is the Presentation of the terms of reference and approval of working methods for the Working Group of the Plenary.
So, recall as approved by the Plenary Meeting this Working Group of the Plenary has to consider reports and proposals and recommend appropriate actions with regards to issues related to public policies, including Internet and other general matters and transmit to Committee 5 matters requiring amendments to the Constitution, Convention, and General Rules, and to Committee 6 is measures of implementations.  So, this is our Terms of Reference.
It is important to note that this Working Group will be guided by DT/3 Rev. 2, and if you should refer to this document, there are a number of considerations for us.  Each proposal will be examined within the overall context of this general theme, which is hoped will permit maximum efficiency and productivity.
We will ask proponents, when you are presenting be as brief as possible to the point without going into details and the background of the proposal.
We are proposing that, and as we know, national proposals can be discussed when it has received support from a list, another delegation which we then consider if you refer to General Rules 90.
And as per the established practice in ITU Conferences, if consensus cannot be achieved on a specific proposal and that we put it in square brackets, which will be under negotiation, then WGPL is strongly encouraged to maintain the text which would be a no change.
Reports are allocated to the Working Group will be given a maximum of three minutes to be presented.  It may be necessary as much as with so much restraint to set up ad-hoc groups within this Working Group of the Plenary to deal with particular subjects, and for the ad-hoc groups to report to the Working Group in the manner decided, and we deem the time period set for it.
In a situation where we consider the creation of an ad-hoc group, the presentations of the proposals and the reports related to an ad-hoc group will are take place instead of the Working Group of the plenary.
The time allocated to each ad hoc group will be decided in advance.  So, you may refer to, again, DT/3 Rev. 2 as I've read out, and I open the floor for comments.
Thank you very much for your understanding.  We can then seek your approval for working in this manner as in DT/3 Rev. 3.
Thank you very much.  We move to the overall list of proposals which were submitted to this Working Group of the Plenary.  Kindly refer to DT/7, and this has the list of proposals to be examined by our Working Group.
We had 90 contributions received, which means that we will be very busy in a limited time, and as much as possible we pray to each other that we will be efficient with our time.  For this reason, we will pause here and give opportunities to delegates if there are any particular contributions that we may have missed in this list.  We'll give the opportunity.
I see no one asking for the floor, so today we will consider matters related to confidence and security-related resolutions, IoT, accessibility, gap, financial inclusion gap, and WSIS.
Tomorrow we will have Internet-related resolutions, OTTs, new proposal on digital platforms, gender, youth, technology-centric, technical assistance, Next-generation networks, bridging the digital divide, proposal on data digital divide, connectivity to broadband, new proposal on open run.
Thursday, measuring ICTs, new proposals on AI, new proposals on pandemic, Connect 2030, and a new proposal on connecting refugees.
Friday, so between today and Thursday, you would have had an opportunity to have presentations on all the proposals that we've received.  On Thursday, we are not so certain about our time due to the multiple candidates we have for the director's position.  If we are early in our decision as to who the directors will be, then we could have us some time and be here to receive reports from informal groups and also ad-hoc groups.  And if there are any presentations that could not be made from now until Thursday, we could take the opportunity of the Friday meeting as well.  So, this is how we work for this week.  I'll pause here and open the floor for comments.
Thank you very much.  We move on to the next agenda item.  We will take the Report by the Council, the Guidelines on the utilization of the Global Security Agenda by the ITU.  We invite the Chair of the Council to present the report.
>> CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL:  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  We congratulate you on Chair of this group.  With that, I will not take much time on explaining, so I will give a summary and then leave it in front of you.  As you're all aware the 2019 Session of the Council accepted the Secretary-General to submit to the next session of the council how the ITU is currently utilizing the Cybersecurity Agenda and also with the movement of the Member States develop guidelines utilizing the GCA.  That was what was done with the support of the Chief Judge, Stein Schjolberg, retired former HLEG Chair, Professor Solange Ghernaouti, Noboru Nakatnai, and Member States and WSIS stakeholders and that was presented in 2021 and that was following the pandemic.  
Following that a decision was made by correspondents during the virtual consultation of counselors, instructing to further do consultations with the Member States taking into account the comments that were received during that meeting.  The Secretariat followed that and a document was presented.  I would like to acknowledge, Mr. Chairman, the hard work of the Member State representatives and Secretariat that was majorly carried out virtually with the challenges that came with it, different time zones and not being together to discuss and agree, all of that.  Nevertheless, I mean, I saw them and attended most of the meetings, and they have reached to document that was submitted to Council 22 alongside an information document that was approved, and this was presented in Document C22/32 Rev. 2 and alongside C22/INF/8 for consideration for the Plenipotentiary Conference.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you very much for your report.  I will open the floor for comments on this report.  Russian Federation?
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  Thank you very much, Chairman.  Grateful for the preparation of the report.  It's a very useful document.  We don't have anything to add to its approval.  However, having said that, we've had lengthy discussions on the resolution and on cybersecurity and indeed on the plan for work of the ITU role.  And we'd like to say that the growing number of incidence and level of threat with respect to cybersecurity means that we have to step up cooperation because we won't be able to boost trust and confidence otherwise.
We would like all of our delegates to remember this in the course of our discussions.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Russian Federation.  I see no other -- Philippines?  Thank you.  Yes, before you let me ask did you press so that any time you want to request for the floor you press so that we can see on the screen, to all delegates.  Thank you.  Philippines, please go ahead.
>> PHILIPPINES:  Yes.  Thank you for calling on us.  I would like to greet everybody.  Good morning.  I would like to comment on a very good report that is provided by the Committee.  We see that the cybersecurity is very paramount in the digital ecosystem of the Philippines and is cognizant on the need to keep up with the rapid and constant involvement of threats to digital networks.  As such, we have instituted 7 cybersecurity policies and continuously provided cybersecurity frontline services such as National Computer Emergency Response Teams among many others.  The Philippines continues to commit to active participation in the international dialogue to build a robust and resilient global cybersecurity.  Our participation in the CGI Expert Group meetings and other cybersecurity fora of the ITU, where best practices and challenges are meaningful and beneficial to the Philippines.  The Philippines, therefore, acknowledges the report on the utilization of the Global Cybersecurity Agenda and endorses the same for adoption.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Philippines.  I see Algeria.  You have the floor.
>> ALGERIA:  Yes.  Thank you, Chairman.  Good morning all colleagues.  Congratulations, Chairman, for your appointment.  The right man for the right place.  I wish you all the best.
And I would like to thank the Council Chairman for his presentation.  We endorse the content of this document and we think that the guidelines, the general guidelines mentioned in Section 7 which are considered the foundation of our approach to amend a Resolution 130.  And of course, our approach in strategic plan, so we as African Region are of the view of, and even the Arab Group are of the view of having standalone thematic priority.  So, I think the general guidelines are here and just to thank them, our views and hopefully we'll have fruitful discussion while endorsing the content of this report.  Thank you, Chairman.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Algeria.  I see no one something for the floor.  For me to thank the Chair of Council 22 for the presentation of Document 32 indeed invites this conference to consider the guidelines and take the necessary action and from your endorsement, it leaves on to -- we have received a number of proposals related on this very matter, so we received 7 proposals -- or the conference received 7 proposals on Resolution 130, a proposal or resolution on 174, 5 proposals on resolution 179, and so we will want to start work and as soon as possible, and just as you all agree with our terms of reference and indeed for Resolution 130, certainly, from our discussions started after the last inter-regional meeting.
I'm therefore proposing the proposals 130, 1 for 174 and 5 proposals for 179 we have an ad-hoc group, and in the same ad-hoc group, we are guided by the report on the guidelines for utilization of the GCA.
I open the floor now for comments.  No one is asking for the floor.  Nigeria, please go ahead.
>> NIGERIA:  Good morning, everybody.  Congratulations on your appointment.  Can you please repeat the resolution that is going to go to the subcommittee?  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  We have Resolution 130, Resolution 174, Resolution 179.  Is this clear?  All right.  Thank you.  Any other comments?  Any objections to the creation of this ad-hoc group on cybersecurity-related matters?  I see no one asking for the floor so thank you very much, and as we are used to him this year, he helped us in Geneva and he helped us in Kigali in WTDC and ready to help us in Bucharest.  I propose there Jim Peterson from South Africa to lead us with this ad-hoc group.  Mr. Jim Peterson, have you changed your mind?
>> JIM PETERSON:  Thank you for the appointment as working group and plenary.  And good morning to all colleagues.  I wouldn't dare to change my mind.  I'm very honored in the confidence you're placing in me and will do our best to work through the resolutions that you've assigned to us.  I do not -- you have your own personal history with this work, and Resolution 130 was in fact led by you in 2018 and it was an epic piece of work, so we'll do our best to uphold the spirit with which you originally engaged on this resolution.  I thank you for the confidence and I will try to do my best.  Thank you very much, Chairperson.  Thank you, colleagues.
>> CHAIR:  Great.  Thank you very much for your accepting this role.  I hope we have colleagues endorsing Mr. Peterson with no objections?  Thank you very much.
So, work starts at 4:30 today -- 2:30 today.  2:30 to 4:00 and your meeting room is downstairs.  It is already published and I give the Secretariat to give further information and Mr. Preetam, who you are used to, will be the Secretariat and I will give the Secretariat to provide information.  And I see Sudan and Algeria.  I come back to you after this information.  Please go ahead.
>> SECRETARIAT:  The meeting is scheduled and from the Secretariat as the Chair said there will be activity and this ad hoc will be supported by my colleague Preetam.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  Sudan?
>> SUDAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I congratulate you and congratulate my colleague Mr. Peterson.  I think 2:30 is not good for the meeting.  We have Com 5, and I'm pleading, Mr. Chairman, to find another slot for the 130 and other resolutions.  Thank you so much.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Sudan.  Algeria?
>> ALGERIA:  Yes.  Thank you, Chairman.  Chairman, I concur with my colleague from Sudan.  I am available all night but not at 2:30, Chairman, so let's avoid duplication of committees.  Thank you for your understanding.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Sudan and Algeria for sharing your concerns.  We do not have the break periods to use because they are filled with events for which we want you to profit from or benefit from.  After 5:30 there are social events as well, and this palace closes at 9:00 p.m., so we are constrained with what you were used to years ago where you could come in at 10:00 p.m. and close at midnight and even after midnight.  It is for this reason that we pray that we could share work from Committee 5 will be introducing documents as we're doing now with potential discussions and decisions.  So, as we are ahead of them, and I see that the Sudanese Delegation is a very big one and Algerian as well, and you have many people; so, if you could spare us today and have your delegations split, then we could start the discussions on the cybersecurity-related matters.  I hope this will be considered acceptable by you because Committee 5 will be introducing documents.  Thank you very much.  I see Sudan nodding.  Do I find Algeria nodding as well?  Algeria, you have the floor.
>> ALGERIA:  Yes, Chairman, thank you.  So, it is understandable for today, but please Chairman, can we make sure for the upcoming ad hocs to avoid to the extent possible, you know, duplication with other committees, especially exploring morning sessions or whatever.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you very much, Algeria.  We have the morning sessions from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 for the next days that we are exploring this afternoon as well.  With we know the other committees have started the discussions, trust that we will not want to have parallel sessions with them.  So, Jordan, you have the floor.
>> JORDAN:  Thank you very much, Chair.  Good morning, everyone.  I would like first to congratulate you on presiding this very important Working Group.  And I do support what Algeria has said, and I would like to say that this today has to be the exception.  We shall not have any parallel work with the work of the other committees, especially related to the work on cybersecurity.  Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you very much, Jordan, the Chair of the Committee, you are kind and I will make sure even for your meeting I will not have a conflict for you.  So be assured it will be my first and my last.  Thank you very much for your indulgence.
We can move to the next agenda items which is the proposals receives to revised resolution 123.  I'm sorry about that.  Moving too fast.  (Laughing).  I have to go back because we switched agenda items around.  So, we go to Agenda Item 9 to receive the Report on Council Working Group of Child Online Protection.
Let me invite the Chair of the Child Online Protection Working Group Mr. Abdul to present his report.  You have the floor.
>> CHAIR OF CHILD ONLINE PROTECTION WORKING GROUP:  Thank you very much, Chair.  I have the pleasure on behalf of the Child Online Protection Working Group to give you a brief summary of the activities conducted by our Working Group over the past four years as well as the achievements that have been reached after the end of the PP-18.
During that period between 2019 and 2022, the Working Group has held four meetings and two of them have been physical meetings and two online meetings.  We have seen an unprecedented increase of contributions because compared to only 3 contributions in 2018, in 2022 we have seen or received 22 contributions, and this is proof that the Working Group has become a place to exchange and share information on child online protection.
We have also invited the partners of the ITU in child online protection like international organizations and other partners from the private sector.  We have invited them to participate regularly in the meetings of the Working Group, such as steps has had a major impact on sharing the best international practices, allowing partners also to cooperate at that level.
Besides this, the Working Group has also provided advice to the ITU in all the efforts made by the ITU to protect children online, and the Working Group has supported all the activities, including for instance, the Guidelines of the Protection of Children Online.  This is a brief summary of what we have achieved.  This report has also been discussed during the 7th Meeting of the Council in 2022 whereas the report has been launched and supported by countries and has supported also the continuous work of the Council Working Group on Child Online Protection and you will find in Annex 1 of this report the minutes of this meeting and also the different opinions of the Council Members and Counselor.  So, I hope you look into this report accordingly.  I thank you very much.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you Chair of Council Working Group of Child Online Protection.  I open the floor for comments.  Philippines?
>> PHILIPPINES:  Good day, Mr. Chair.  The Philippines recognizes the summary report of the activities and achievements undertaken of the Council Working Group of Child Online Protection since PP-18 in accordance with ITU Council Resolution 136, and ITU Plenipotentiary Resolution 179.  Furthermore, the Philippines has enacted laws and policies to lay down measures to ensure child online protection.  A new law Republic Act 19930 for anti-online sexual abuse or exploitation and anti-child sexual abuse or exploitation materials, CSAEM Act was passed to strengthen the country's response to addressing the rising vulnerability and victimization of Filipino children by online predators.  We also have Republic Act 9775, otherwise known as the anti-child pornography act of 2009, as well as Republic Act 10175; otherwise known as cybercrime prevention act.
In addition, the Department of Information and Communications Technology instituted a Child Online Safeguarding website, COSB.ph as part of implementation on Republic Act 10929 otherwise known as the Free Internet Access in Public Places Law, Republic Act 10929.  This is also in pursuance of policy to ensure access by children to digital technologies will be useful, meaningful, and safe.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Philippines.  Russian Federation?
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION:  Thank you, Chairman.  Can you hear me?  Yes.  Thank you.  Thank you very much for having given the floor to the Delegation of the Russian Federation.  On behalf of the Delegation, I would like to express our support to the work of the Council Working Group on Child Online Protection.  We note with satisfaction that they have stuck their work up in the last few sessions and the work being done on child online protection, including guidelines for various goods and interest seems to be very appropriate and it is right that ITU and representatives of the Council Working Group on Child Online Protection also make their contribution to the work of other organizations and bodies internationally dealing with this issue.  We also support the proposals for the activities the group and recommendations contained in the report.  Thank you, Chairman, for having given us the floor.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Russian Federation.  We will have Iran and New Zealand.  Let me say that this report is related to Resolution 179 which we've already allocated to the ad-hoc group of cybersecurity matters, so the discussions will go on there and we all know how dear child online protection is to you.  So, we will carry on the conversations there, but I will give the floor to Iran and New Zealand.  Iran, you have the floor.
>> ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and good morning to all colleagues.  Let me begin by congratulating you on your brilliant appointment as Chair of this important Working Group of the Plenary as well as to your Vice-Chairs for leading us to excellent conclusions.
Mr. Chairman, we would like to join other colleagues in endorsing this report by the Chair of the Council Working Group on Child Online Protection.  For your information, in the past cycle, we established very good working relations between this Council Working Group and Study Groups in ITU-D because there was a question in the Study Groups pertaining to this topic, and as such we managed to move forward in a very nice way and very coordinated manner.
Mr. Chairman, let me also thank the Chair of the Child Online Protection, the Council Working Group on Child Online Protection for all of his efforts.  Thank you, back to you.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Iran.  New Zealand?
>> NEW ZEALAND:  Thank you.  To you and the Secretariat, on a practical matter, can we ask for increased font on the document screens.  Yep.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  Yes, we will try to do the page width.  I see Brazil.
>> BRAZIL:  Hi.  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  Just would like to support the work of the child online protection and being very productive for activities in Brazil.  As we had the opportunity to translate all the guidelines reports and it was very nice activity and we would like to continue supporting, continue developing this work inside of our country.  Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Brazil.  Thank you for your comments, Philippines, Russian Federation, Iran, and Brazil for your comments.  These comments are noted for the ad-hoc group on cybersecurity-related resolutions.  And thanks to the Chair of the Council Working Group, for your leadership first of all and the testimonies have been great at country level and also at Study Group level of which we encourage further discussions to continue on that path.
Can we then move on to the next agenda item.  Yes.  Agenda Item 10.  We have received as many as 4 proposals from 4 regions on Resolution 197, facilitating the Internet of Things and Smart Sustainable Cities and Communities.  The proposal is that we create an ad-hoc group to consider these proposals.  I open the floor for comments.  I see no one asking for the floor, so thank you as per our acceptance of the working methods.  This time I'm proposing one of my vice-chairs to lead this ad-hoc group and Mr. Leonel Zambia to lead the discussions on Resolution 197.  Any objection to the Vice-chair leading this ad-hoc group?  Thank you very much.  The Vice-Chair has no opportunity of rejection, so he will also start work at 4:00 p.m. today until 5:30, again, in the afternoon.  Ms. Victoria if you can give us further information on how we work?
>> SECRETARIAT:  The ad-hoc group will meet in the same room following the meeting on the ad hoc of cybersecurity, - 1 from 4:00 to 5:30.  And from the Secretariat, my colleague Victoria will support the activity of this ad hoc.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  My Secretariat wanted to remind me of the time allocated to them, but those will be announced before we close this Working Group of the Plenary.  If you can move on to the next agenda item which is on Resolution 123.  
We received a proposal, an Inter-American proposal.  May I invite -- oh, I'm moving too fast again.  It should be 11.  Proposal to revise 175 means that we have two proposals one from the African Region and Europe, so can we take from the African Region first Europe and then open the floor for any questions or comments.  Anyone to present the proposal on Resolution 175?  I see no one asking for the floor.  Nigeria.  Okay.  You have the floor.
>> NIGERIA:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Can you please give me one minute to give the presentation.
>> CHAIR:  One minute is a lot of time.  Can I ask Europe to present if they are ready so that we can take the African proposal afterwards.  Nigeria is ready now.  Nigeria, please go ahead.
>> NIGERIA:  I'm sorry.  We want Europe to continue, please.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Okay.  Can we have Europe to present their proposal on Resolution 175?  If Europe is also not ready on this agenda item, we can move on to 1 through 3 which is an Inter-American proposal and we'll come back to   175 later on.  American proposal on 123.  Brazil is asking for the floor.  Brazil, please go ahead.
>> BRAZIL:  Thank you, Chair.  Firstly, I would like to congratulate you and your Vice-Chairs for this important job that you're taking.  Brazil will present the proposal from the Americas.  The proposal aims at enhancing the activities towards reduction of the standardization gap, which is an important task, and it builds up with the resolutions that were considered in WTSA and WTDC in the following manner.  Streamlining the resolution, emphasizing the role of ITOs and joint activities with the ITU, further engaging regional offices at the building of the standardization gap activities, and clarifying the capacity-building activities jointly conducted with BDT and encourage wide participation of members in its important job together with the structures of the ITOs and the regional offices of the ITU.  That's basically the summary of the proposal.  I thank you very much.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Brazil, for your presentation.  I open the floor for comments.  I see Sudan.  Indeed, I want to close the list, so I open the floor for comment and then we can have it summarized.  So, I see Sudan and Algeria.  Any more before we close the list?  We close the list with Algeria.  Sudan, you have the floor.
>> SUDAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I thank you Inter-American for the proposal.  Mr. Chairman, there are some deletions on the original text that needs some clarification maybe, starting by the deleting of the strategic plan of the union.  Yes, they are different now but the texts are the same especially on the ITU-T objectives, T1 and T2 in the strategic plan.  And then some also deletion on the -- on the considering part also, needs some clarification on the purpose of this deletion.  Although, again, objective 1 of the new strategic plan is the same and the text is quite useful maybe I can say.  And, again, some deletion on some resolutions, Resolution 54 and 44 and others, so those are my comments, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Sudan.  Algeria?
>> ALGERIA:  Yes.  Thank you, Chairman.  I thank the Representative from Brazil on the presentation, and I share the same sentiment with my colleague from Sudan.  I think the discussion of the strategic plan is not yet started and still continuing in Committee 6, so the BSG aspect in the current strategy is not well reflected, so I think we make sure to reflect the standardization gap, right, as thematic priority or so on.  So, I think the deletions need to be further discussed, and also some areas that have been included need further discussion, Chairman.  I don't know what the way forward would be, but I think the deletions are related to Committee 6 work, and this contribution needs further discussion, Chairman.  Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Algeria and Sudan for your comments, especially on suppression of text and the linkages to Committee 6 Strategic Plan, BSG, and then the request for further discussions on this and explanation.  I will give the opportunity to Brazil to respond to these competencies, and then I will propose a way forward.  Brazil, you have the floor.
>> BRAZIL:  Thank you, Chair.  I'll be very brief.  Regarding the strategic plan, we simplified the reference but we are recalling the Resolution 71 which surprises all the strategic plan-specific text and not referring specifically to it in the resolution.
Regarding the other references, we could work with colleagues to seek an understanding, and we are available for discussions further.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Brazil, for the clarification and also for your ability for further discussions on this ground.  I want to propose that there will be informal consultations led by Brazil, Mr. Nilo, co-lead with the informal discussions as Mr. Roberto has presented, but tomorrow morning from 8:00 to 9:00, if you could start these informal discussions.  The Secretariat will provide further details on that.
>> SECRETARIAT:  Tomorrow morning between 8:00 and 9:00 we reserve Room N18, N18 for this informal consultation.  And from the Secretariat, my colleague Victoria will support the work.  All the rooms for ad hoc or informal consultation will be published in the Program, and you will find in the Program of the BP.  Thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you very much.  I wish you all the best.  I see that Algeria is an interested party as Brazil.  Please agree and can you talk football.
We go back to Resolution 175 if Nigeria and Europe are ready, we can take your presentations.  I see Tanzania asking for the floor.  Tanzania, you have the floor.
>> TANZANIA:  Tanzania is ready to present contribution on Resolution 175.
>> CHAIR:  Please go ahead.
>> TANZANIA:  Thank you, Chair.  Thank you for giving us the floor and since it's the first time taking the floor, I congratulate you and team upon election to Chair this Working Group of the Plenary and wish you all the success.
Mr. Chair, I wish to present proposal on modification of Resolution 175 on telecommunication/information and communication technology accessibility for persons with disabilities and persons with specific needs.  In ensuring that no one is left behind when it comes to development and utilization of ICTs for social and economic development, it's important to ensure inclusion for all and continue to give high priority to initiatives in relation to telecommunications and information communication technology accessibility for persons with disabilities and persons with specific needs.  
The proposed modification, Mr. Chair, intends to call upon Member States to devote a specific day for awareness on ICT accessible, amongst different stakeholders and share reports of the outcomes of the day with the Secretary-General so that Membership can be able to access and share experience of the same.  The gist of the contribution is contained and invites Member States and Sector Members as part of the resolution.  Mr. Chair, I humbly submit.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Tanzania for presenting on behalf of the African Group.  Can we have the presentation from Europe, and then we open the floor for comments.  I see Romania.  Romania, you have the floor.
>> ROMANIA:  Thank you very much, Chair.  I present Resolution 175.  Our proposal is to update the resolution in line with the UN Disability Inclusion Strategy, and we include the UN Prince of Universal Design, equitable access, functional equivalence and affordability, and we also propose new considerations related to promoting more inclusive venue selection, internal ITU culture, recruitment, and staff trainings and provisions regarding the delegations.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Romania.  I open the floor now for comments on the two proposals.  If there are any questions seeking clarification?  I see no one asking, so I want to make a proposal on this because there are different proposals and there should be a sort of agreement.  I wish to propose an informal group to be led by Mr. Rakesh from India to lead the informal discussions tomorrow morning from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  The Secretariat will give us further details on these informal discussions for tomorrow.  Secretariat?
>> SECRETARIAT:  Yes.  It will be Room 917.  Room 917 and my colleague, Nitangelia, will support the activity of this group.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  I see Tanzania asking for the floor.  Tanzania.
>> TANZANIA:  Chair, we agree with the proposal and are ready to participate.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you very much for your willingness.  Romania?  All right.  You also agree.  Let me thank you on behalf of the delegates of this conference.  Last night was fantastic they say.  They really have fun and almost 12:00 p.m. people were telling me they are now going to their hotels.  I mean I hope you have a special one for this group when we finish early enough.  All right.  Thank you very much for your hospitality to all of us.
We move to the next agenda item, which is Resolution 204, the use of information and communication technologies to bridge the financial inclusion gap.  We have a proposal from the Africa Region and Arab Region.  From the Africa Region, can we have your presentation first followed by the Arab Region, and then we open the floor for comments.  African Region?  If not, can we start with the Arab Region?
We are left with 10 minutes and I wish we could complete our agenda for today.  Okay.  If we are not ready with 204, can we start with the report by Council on the outcomes of -- we have someone online.  We have Mr. Said from Egypt, please if ahead with your presentation of the proposal on 204.
>> EGYPT:  Thank you very much, Chairman.
>> CHAIR:  I hear Arabic and not English, even though I've chosen the English Channel.
>> INTERPRETER:  The interpretation is available.  Go ahead, please.
>> CHAIR:  Okay.  Interpretation is available.
(Captioner cannot hear interpretation over original speaker).
-- the basic reasons we have for wishing to update this particular important resolution.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Egypt.  Can we have the presentation from the African Region?  From the African Region?  Anyone to present from the African Region?  Sudan?
>> SUDAN:  Thank you very much, Chair.  I think Mr. Ahmed said he will present both proposals since they are both proposed by Egypt.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  All right.  Thank you very much for helping us with that.  Thank you.  So, what we will then propose between Africa and the Arab Region, Mr. Said from Egypt, Egypt do you have someone to help us with the informal discussions on this?  I'll open the floor for comments before we proceed between the African Region and Arab, please think about it, but let me open the floor for comments.  I see Japan, Egypt, United Kingdom.
>> UNITED KINGDOM:  Thank you, Chair.  First, can I congratulate you on your appointment of this Committee.  CEPT would be keen to join any informal discussions on this topic despite us not having a contribution.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, UK, for letting us know.  Japan?
>> JAPAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Japan also would like to join the informal discussion.  Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you, Japan.  Egypt?
>> EGYPT:  Thank you so much, Mr. Chair.  Allow me to check with my colleague, Mr. Said if he can take the informal consultation virtually as we've had this experience before in WTDC.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Yes.  We would prefer somebody with presence here because of the need for the conversation so that it is easier for the personal touch to work, so okay.  Now I have to find someone present.  I'm looking at Tanzania, and I know they'll be busy, but they have a neighbor called Uganda.  Uganda, are you here?  Would you be willing to coordinate this for us?
>> UGANDA:  Thank you Mr. Chairman for the confidence but unfortunately, we are also spread very thin today.
>> CHAIR:  Really your work, your work will be tomorrow morning at 8:00 so you wouldn't be that stretched then.  Are you convinced to help us, Uganda?
>> UGANDA:  Challenge accepted, Mr. Chairman.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you very much.  Thank you.  I see United States, you have the floor.
>> UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:  Thank you, Chair.  Good morning to all colleagues.  The United States would also very much like to join these discussions at 8:00 tomorrow morning, not me personally at 8:00 but the United States is very happy to participate, and we thank our colleague from Uganda for stepping up.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you very much.  I want the Secretariat to give more details on the informal discussions tomorrow morning.
>> SECRETARIAT:  The informal discussions will take place in the Room N19, and from the ITU Secretariat Mr. Stankovic will support the work.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you.  We are just on time to take a break.  Let me invite the Secretariat to give the hours for each ad-hoc group, and then also we will give the floor to Azerbaijan.
>> SECRETARIAT:  We have the room N19 at 2:30 and followed by ad-hoc group of Internet of Things at 4:00 -- oh, the hour, and estimation for the hour of ad hoc requested by the Chair to estimate the number of the hours, for the cyber -- the ad hoc on cyber have like 20 hours to conclude -- to reach an agreement.  And for the Internet of Things, 5 hours, of course, if the meeting will agree.
>> CHAIR:  These are the proposals, 20 hours, we are seeking to see if we can reach on that, and then 5 hours for the two ad hoc -- the other two ad-hoc groups.  Is there any objection to the allocated estimated time for work?  I see no objections, so I want to thank you.  You remember that we have the reports on WSIS and proposals there.  We will defer that to the meeting tomorrow morning, that's what we will start with.  Thank you very much for your kindness to me this morning, and over to Azerbaijan to make an announcement.  The floor is yours. -- the Secretariat will do that on behalf.
>> SECRETARIAT:  I invite all of you for the coffee break offered by Azerbaijan right downstairs where the social will take place.
>> CHAIR:  Thank you very much, the meeting is adjourned for today and we meet at 9:30 tomorrow.  Thank you very much.
(Working Group of the Plenary completed at 10:52 EEST)
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