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>> CHAIR: Good morning, welcome to the 8th meeting of the Working Group of the Plenary.  We're supposed to start from 11:00 but we are 20 minutes into the hour.  As we were supposed to close at 12:30, we'll be closing at 12:50.  This is an hour and a half and it is very precious to the Working Group of the Plenary considering that we canceled a number of meetings last week.  We have a very loaded agenda, and we want to go through all of them.  I kindly ask for your indulgence this morning.  The mood this morning set by Committee 5 was ripe with applause, I hope that we follow‑up in dealing with a much more intensity.
Thank you very much for your work over the weekend.  It was quite a Marathon of ideas, exchanges, agreements, and disagreements.  All of them, and some of them will be reported this morning.
Let's see how we get over the line with all of those.
Let me draw your attention to ADM/37, which is our agenda for this 8th meeting of the Working Group of the Plenary.
Without going through the entirety of the agenda, I will want to open it up for comments if there are any.
I see no one asking for the floor.
Is there any objection to our agenda this morning?  I see no one objecting.  Thank you very much.  Our agenda is approved.
We move to the third agenda item, proposal to revise Resolution 174, ITU's role with regard to international public policy issues relating to the risk of illicit use of information and communication technologies.
This was given to the Arab Group on cyber.  I invite the Chair Mr. Peterson to report on the outcome of this proposal to revise Resolution 174, please give South Africa the floor.
>> SOUTH AFRICA: Thank you, kindly, Chairperson.  Thank you, dear colleagues.
Resolution 174 submitted to the Working Group of the Plenary with no change, Chairperson.  There were proposals and they consulted with different Regional Groups, and there were good discussions and engagements, but in the end, it was felt to be too complicated to proceed with the proposals, and so it is now submitted as a no change document.
Thank you, Chairperson.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Mr. Peterson, for the report.
I now open the floor for any comments.  On the report, the way forward is no change to Resolution 174.
I see no one asking for the floor.
Do I take it we have an agreement to no change to Resolution 174.
Thank you very much, no change to Resolution 174.
We move on to the next ‑‑ and that will be transmited to the Plenary.
We move to the next agenda item, proposals to revise Resolution 131, measuring information and communication technologies to build an integrating and inclusive Information Society.  This was given to the Ad Hoc Group, statistic, we have our Chair Mr. William Lee to update us on the revision to Resolution 131, you have the floor.
>> I'm pleased to introduce the revised text to Resolution 131 on measuring ICTs to build an integrating and inclusive Information Society, with no square brackets.  I repeat, no square brackets.  Ad Hoc on Resolution 131 mess in 7 sessions and a full day of informals on Friday, all regions were represented and participated fully in the Ad Hoc.
I thank the Regional Coordinators for the spirit of consensus and collaboration, and in providing practical resolutions to this.  I thank the Secretariat for providing clarifications to this Ad Hoc Group.
On a personal note, we have had disagreements and difficult moments, and there was a deep sense of comradery between the regions to work towards a solution in the spirit of consensus and collaboration.
And I'm losing my voice for this group, let's put it!
I'm happy to present this revised Resolution 131 to the Working Group of the Plenary of approval.
Thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Mr. William Lee, for your work, and to the delegations that attended to this particular revision.  It was quite a difficult one coming through the ITU system, and we're happy that it has come with good agreement.
Are there any comments on this report?  I see Brazil asking for the floor.
Brazil, you have the floor.
>> BRAZIL: Thank you, Chair.
We want to thank the Ad Hoc Chair and all of the participants for the great exchange of views.  Brazil is very active in the expert groups on indicators and we acknowledge that the IoT, the position of the region proposed a very different approach, and we decided to agree pragmatic and to work with the others in order to find viable consensus and we think that we achieved that and we thank you, dear participants, the Chair for that.
We believe the New Resolution 131, it will allow progress in the way Information Society is going to be measured, and we think that's a great achievement.
Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Brazil.
I see China, I see Saudi Arabia.
China, you have the floor.
>> CHINA: Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Good morning to everyone here.
We want to express our appreciation to the Chairman and Secretary of the Ad Hoc meeting of 131 and we know they had a hard discussion and finally we got constructive agreements.  We really appreciate and we're glad and it is our pleasure to participate in this work of the Ad Hoc meeting and congratulations to their work and I thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, China.
Saudi Arabia, you have the floor.
>> SAUDI ARABIA: Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.
I would like to thank the Chair of the informal group for the cooperation in looking at Resolution 131.
I would also like to thank the Working Group that worked for long hours.  If I remember, last Friday we worked for more than ten hours in order to reach consensus.  Therefore, I would like to thank them all for the spirit of cooperation and we apologize to the Chair because I think he lost his voice because of working within this resolution, thank you.  Thank you to all.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Saudi Arabia.  You may want to offer him some aids to recover from the work.
I now give the floor to Russia.  Russia, you have the floor.
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Thank you very much, Chair.
Good morning to everybody.
We would also like to echo the other speakers in thanking the Chair who has sacrificed his health for us, as well as thanking the participants in the discussion.  As our colleague from Brazil has quite rightly noted, all of our proposals were very different, but we strived to join them together and reach consensus which will allow us to have measures for ‑‑ measurements for ICTs which would be very clear.
We do hope that with these changes to the resolution we will be able to get a good result and I would like to thank all of the participants in the discussion once again.
I believe that the discussion was beneficial not just with regard to this resolution but also to our future work in the expert group meetings.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Russia Federation.
I want to close the list on this so that we can conclude.
South Africa, you have the floor.
>> SOUTH AFRICA: Thank you very much, Chairperson.
On behalf of the African Group, the Republic of South Africa would extend its appreciation to the Chairperson of the Ad Hoc Group for the leadership and for guiding us through this difficult resolution, indeed, when we came to the Conference, we had diverse views on how to deal with this matter, but through the leadership, he was able to guide us in finding a compromise and I would also like to extend my appreciation to the other regions who have worked tirelessly to ensure that we find a compromise and we're hopeful that this New Resolution will then be able to assist in terms of progressing the work further in ensuring that we then measure ICTs for purposes of building an inclusive Information Society.
Thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, South Africa.
Trinidad and Tobago.
>> TRINIDAD and TOBAGO: We wanted to join our voices to those thanking the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Group, and others who participated very actively.  It was not an easy Working Group and my colleague spoke about the many hours spent in trying to reach consensus.
I think everyone should be congratulated on their efforts.
This was an important one for Trinidad and Tobago and a number of Caribbean colleagues.  On behalf of our Caribbean colleagues, we also extend thanks to the Chair and to members of the Working Group and we're very happy to be here at this point.
Thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Trinidad and Tobago.
U.K.
>> UNITED KINGDOM: Thank you, Chair.
I would like to join other colleagues in so many of the comments that we started from very different starting points, and yet we managed to come to a compromise.  Partly with thanks to the Chair with his creative approaches to leading us through and with breaking us down into smaller groups to try to think about the principles before getting bogged down in text.
I think and hope with the approach we have set out in this resolution, we will see a very tangible achievement, it is that the ITU's ICT development index, which hasn't been able to be published since 2017 now has a very realistic chance of seeing the light of day again and bringing its insights to the international community.
I think that's the real achievement here.
Thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, United Kingdom.
Egypt.
>> EGYPT: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
Egypt would like to thank all members of the group and also a special thanks goes to the Chair of the group for his patience and guidance during the meeting.  Also we thank the Secretariat for the efforts that's been done during the whole period of this long discussions.
Another thanks goes to the Regional Coordinators for reaching consensus on this important resolution, we had many proposals from different regions and there were discussions and long hours of work and we would like to thank them and hopefully we're going to succeed in building indicators for the telecommunication sector in the community.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Egypt.
Thank you, everyone.  Thank you, Mr. William Lee for your work.
With this, with our agreements with Resolution 131, can we approve it with a round of applause?
Thank you very much.
Resolution 131 will be transmitted to the Plenary.
We move to the next stage, and with this we'll take a different approach.
We sent out a number of resolutions with proposals for revision.  We created another group called networks.  The Ad Hoc Group is coming back with that same package and we want to take them one after the other.
I want to invite the Chair of the Ad Hoc Group Mr. Roberto to take us through this agenda item going forward.
You have the floor.
>> Thank you, Chair.
We had a lot of discussions and seven session, including one session on Saturday of ten hours.  We created also some informal groups for 137, 203 and the New Resolution which had at least two sessions each.
We discussed to a great extent a lot of different issues and I think we reached a very delicate compromise.  We exercise a lot of discussions trying to keep ideas and trying to address concerns and at the end we were at consensus as often said, we were equally unhappy in several of the concerns and ideas.  The compromise that was reached has in one perspective to not pursue going forward with the New Resolution given that we kept the text from that in Resolution 139 and we did not include in the other two, 137 and 203.  This is part of the discussion and a decision that was taken for all the resolutions in the Ad Hoc of networks.
We do not have brackets for 137 and 203.  The New Resolution is all in brackets so as a part of the compromise we would keep the text that was discussed for the New Resolution and some parts of the Resolution 139.  We managed to discuss and reduce the number of brackets in Resolution 139 with the compromise that we would keep the notion of access networks and solutions in one part of the operative clauses and also invite Member States to some extent and we still have pending brackets in 139, two of them, related to local content and to including certain groups in the context of bridging the digital divide, including women, girls, Persons with Disabilities and Specific Needs, the elderly and indigenous peoples.
We can take one by one as suggested but before doing that, I want to thank very much all the regions and all of the participants in this engagement.  We had a lot of discussions and we put at the end which compromise that I want to urge that we keep. 
I also want to thank the Secretariat for not only the Ad Hoc but for all the informals and, of course, the informal conveners for 137 from Bulgaria, thank you very much, and from Canada, thank you very much, and for the New Resolution, from Brazil, thank you very much.
Without the work of the informals, the work of the Ad Hoc Group, it would be very difficult and I thank all of the work that was conducted by these three people.
I think we try to accommodate all of the views, it had a good compromise and a good result.
That's my reporting on the discussions.  I'm happy to go over 137 as you may proceed.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you very much it for your report, very elaborate on agenda items 5 to 8.
I see United Arab Emirates asking for the floor.  You have the floor.
>> UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Thank you, Chair.
Good morning, good afternoon.
The spirit of cooperation which we witnessed in the work of Committee 5 and on this item on the agenda shows that we are very close to reaching an agreement on all of these texts and resolutions.
Within the framework of a package, when it comes to Resolution 139 there are still some items which are in square brackets.  That's why, Chair, we propose that we look first at the text in square brackets in Resolution  ‑‑ in square bracket in Resolution 139 and then that we go on to the other resolutions and we can look at them together.  We need to take into account all the efforts that were made during the meetings and also during yesterday's meeting, which lasted several hours.
That is the position we would like to report.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, United Arab Emirates.
That's how we'll proceed, by going through each of the agenda items from 5 to 8.  I would say we have 7 before 6 because it is tied.  We will take DT/67, if Brazil can help us through that particular I see United Arab Emirates asking for the floor UAE.
>> UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: 
Thank you, Chair.
My apologies for taking the floor once more.
Resolution 139, resolve the square brackets there, because it will help us to go through the other resolutions more smoothly when we resolve the issues pending in 139, the other resolution also go much more smoothly.  That's the proposal for the work, Mr. Chairman.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Right.  Thank you.
So what I understand from United Arab Emirates, it is that you prefer that we deal with agenda item 6 ahead of agenda item 5 and 7 and that if we do agenda item 8 ‑‑ 6, it has links to agenda item 8.  Is there any objection?  I see no one asking for the floor.
So we start with 139.
Brazil, you have the floor.
>> BRAZIL: Thank you, Chair.
Well, we're in your hands.
I think pleas some good suggestion in the way of going through in the order that was in the agenda but I think getting to 137 and 203 agreed could give us more time to concentrate on the outstanding issues on 139 together with the New Resolution, that would be something that I would support.
I seek your views to see how to proceed.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Brazil, I have no objection to we bringing 139 forward.  If we can have it, and see how best we can work on it.
If you can take us through 139.
That's DT/71.
We take this to the part that we need to attend to.
Brazil, you have the floor.
>> BRAZIL: Thank you, Chair.
Let's go through the discussions.  I agree.
We have a bracket on recognizing C as we see on the screen.  This clause has two ideas.  First of all, the first of them, it is related to the factors that are associated with low utilization of the connectivity.  And to that idea there is concern on adding availability of local content to this factor.  I think for us to concentrate on the other idea, my suggestion, so as an attempt to have some agreement here would be to delete local and just leave availability of content, the second line, so delete local content as it is repetitive and some editorial would have to be done with that as well.
We just keep one of the content words.  This is the first suggestion that I make.
To the other, I think we cannot qualify impact by deleting greater, that is in brackets, and I think it is important that we keep the list of certain groups that are inside the brackets.
I think this second idea is connected with the other bracket that is instructs BDT, that's down below.  I want to emphasize that this other clause is text that comes directly from Resolution 137, item instructs BDT Director 18 and it has been approved and was agreed in WTDC in Kigali, so this could be something that we could try to agree to have it here.  These are initial ideas.  I think we discussed a lot in this manner and I want to recall that that this language relating to Women and Girls was included in Resolution 70 as discussed in this and I mention in the part that I'm mentioning, it is in the recognizing B, that Women and Girls, unequal access to ICTs harms everybody, including reduced economic activity, innovation and entrepreneurship.  So what I suggest, it is that as we agreed in Resolution 70 we agree to use these terms here as well.
That's the initial proposition that I make.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you very much for taking us through revision to Resolution 139 with recognizing C and the agreements, disagreements, that led to instruct 14 to BDT, the Director.  We want ‑‑ the approach will be to look at the agreed parts as we see on the screen, the para14 to see how will we treat this.
The proposal to the meeting is that we have had policies at the beginning of this Conference and the theme of leaving no one behind, if we take off the brackets, the text seems to affirm that.  Is there any objection to the square brackets being removed from 14?  I see United Arab Emirates asking for the floor.
>> UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Thank you very much, Chairman.
We would like to thank you for the proposal that allows us to progress in the Amendments proposed here within the Plenary.
However, we consider that if we start a drafting exercise on certain elements of the text we have a significant reservation on that, in particular, what is in paragraph 14 and instruct the Director of BT.  We put forward a proposal mentioning Resolution  75 but that was not taken into account because it concerns another sector and another Conference, and we also have a point of view on this paragraph.  That's why we submit this proposal to the meeting that we remove and delete paragraph 14, and under recognizes H we remove what is in the square brackets in paragraph C.  The text between ‑‑
>> CHAIR: United Arab Emirates, I would like for a specific way forward.  That is on 14.  To all who are asking for the floor, very specific, I need objections to the proposal on removing the square brackets.
So what I heard from you, United Arab Emirates, it is that you do not support my proposal.
For those asking for the floor.
If you support my proposal, please give me ‑‑ take yourself out of the list.  I need objections at this stage.
Russia, you have the floor.
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Thank you very much, Chair.
As you have requested, I will be very brief and speak to the specific point.  At the previous Plenipotentiary Conference we had a very clear instruction to avoid overlapping of efforts, amongst the resolutions, in particular the PP resolutions and the sectorial resolutions.  We recognize the need to support and coordinate efforts for these particular sectors of society.  However, for each of them there is a specific resolution that already exists in which such instructions to the Directors of the Bureau can already be found. 
Resolution 139 has a great number of revisions and we do not believe it to be necessary to add in new provisions as other resolutions are already covered, in fact.  And these specifically refer to what is already in this provision.  We think we should delete the square brackets together with the text within the square brackets.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Russia Federation.
Argentina, you have the floor.
>> ARGENTINA: Thank you very much, Chair.
We'll try to be brief.
We do support the proposal you made.  We understand that what we have discussed here is reducing the digital divide and that at least in our developing countries, it is undeniable that we have to adopt measures so that we can continue connecting groups that are not connected today.  We have worked arduously on this resolution, there have been Marathon sessions, and that would be short if we describe really what we ask this week.  We have reached a good balance looking at all proposals all considered, and in our case we looked at many proposals from CITEL and we made concessions on ours.  I don't think anyone has lost the focus in understanding that this resolution is about reducing the digital divide.
It seems undeniable that we need to adopt clear and concrete measures which will help us connect women, youth, vulnerable persons, Persons with Disabilities and with Specific Needs.  It seems to me that this Plenipotentiary Conference cannot turn a deaf ear to those requests that we receive on a daily basis in our countries.  We have to think about the actions we take and we need to be coherent and consistent with that.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Argentina.
I understand that a text at this stage has support.  I wanted to listen to objections and the reasons.
I see Saudi Arabia and Iran asking for the floor.  Saudi Arabia, you have the floor.  Please give me reasons why you object to the square brackets of 14 to be removed.
Thank you.
>> SAUDI ARABIA: Thank you, Chair.
So sum up, there are numerous resolutions that cover this subject, and in order to simplify the resolutions and since there is not a consensus on this point, we oppose the removable of the square brackets and we think this paragraph 14 should be removed.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Saudi Arabia.
Iran.
>> ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN: Thank you.  I'm not opposing the removable of the square bracket.  I'm having another argument.  There's been many, many resolution, there has been no central body to coordinate whether there is repetition or not repetition.  If even repetition helps, what is the problem with that?  We cannot totally avoid repetition.  Sometimes repetition is constructive, reminding the people on the subject.  If the opposition is only because of repetitions, it may be the case, perhaps you can accommodate it but with others, we don't go into this kind of exercise, otherwise, there are many, many resolutions that have repetition by adding one or two words or paraphrasing.  So if objection is because of that, Chairman, perhaps it is better to support the proposal of Chair.
All groups mentioned here are important.  We have said that many times so, on, so forth, girls, women, vulnerable people, Specific Needs, indigenous, all of them, I see no harm, Chairman, to mention that even if it is repetitious.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you.  Iran, I see Jordan, I see United Arab Emirates.
Is there anyone else objecting to this?  That's what I asked for.  Those who are objecting, so that I can close the list, not those supporting.  Those who are objecting.
Jordan, United Arab Emirates, you're taking the floor on this already.  Togo.  I close the list on Togo.  Jordan, you have the floor.
>> JORDAN: Thank you very much, Chair.
Good morning, everyone.
The principle of opposition to keeping this text is because it is a way to repeat the text throughout other resolutions that are not directly related.  This is why we cannot support keeping this text and we would like to delete it.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you.
Togo, you have the floor.
>> TOGOLESE REPUBLIC: Thank you very much, Chair.
I apologize because I wasn't opposing your proposal.  I just wanted to invite colleagues to take account of the fact that even in considering E, and throughout the resolution, we are taking account of these particular categories of the population which paragraph 14 is about.
If we keep E in, we also are accepting keeping in paragraph 14 because I don't think this is really an argument to say it is repeated throughout other resolutions.
In the ITU, I don't think it has ever been a problem.  These types of people have already been mentioned in E, so if you oppose paragraph 14 in, fact, you're opposing E as well.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Togo.
United Arab Emirates, you have the floor again on this.
>> UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Thank you very much, Chair.
I apologize for asking for the floor once again.
I have done it in order to explain the difficulty that we are facing is not something to do with the petition.
We already said at the Ad Hoc Group that there is a difficulty when it comes to activities, when it comes to certain vulnerable groups.  For example, paragraph 13, we speak about improving skills and often assistance to all of these categories of people and so therefore, Chair, given the proceeding text and taking consideration of all of the activities and discussions at the Ad Hoc Group as well as at the Working Group of the Plenary meetings, when we don't have consensus we cannot open up a debate or start a drafting exercise, we cannot accept this now at the Plenary.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, United Arab Emirates.  It was not to open up a text or to start a debate.  It was a question for a way forward.
I have the response from the countries who objected to where a particular theme, the messaging, it is that 14 is expressed elsewhere in resolutions and need not be repeated here.
I also gather the expression that at ITU we have situations of noting, of further noting, emphasizing and reemphasizing, and so when you have a text itself, it is not societal. 
I want to have this back to the Ad Hoc Chair, please come back with no square brackets I pass back to you Resolution 139, we have a session tomorrow morning and evening, you come back with no square brackets on recognizing C and then instruct BDT, I suppose this is linked to the drafting New Resolution as well.  It go back as it came.
Is this acceptable to Brazil?  You have the floor, Chair.
>> BRAZIL: Thank you, Chair.  Yes, we can try once more.  No problem.
I was wondering if we can at least try to have discussions to the option of having 137 and 203 adopted given that the discussions of others are connected, we'll get back to that but 137 and 203, there are no brackets.  I think we could try to see if we could agree to accept them.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Chair.
We will definitely get there.
I see United Arab Emirates asking for the floor.  You have the floor.
>> UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Thank you very much, Chair.
We agree with your proposal.  Indeed, these texts are linked, Resolution  139 is linked to 137 as well as 203 and Arab Group made proposals with regard to Resolution  137 as well as Resolution 203, as well as the Draft New Resolution and 139.  All of these texts have to be considered together.
We stand ready to cooperate with the Chair of the Ad Hoc Group to reach a consensus, and so therefore, Chair, we suggest that we put the discussions ‑‑ we defer the discussions of this until we have reached a consensus.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, United Arab Emirates.
I see United States and Argentina asking for the floor.
Before you speak, we have an agenda and we had the Chair of the Arab Group present to us even though it came as a package, each of them is a standalone.  What we understood from the Chair of the Ad Hoc Group was that in considering 139 and the relationship with the Draft New Resolution, there are no issues or misunderstanding in what's in DT/67.  There is currently no outstanding issue in DT68.
Also we will proceed to consider them in this meeting.
I see Argentina and I see United Kingdom.  Can you allow that we proceed on agenda item 5, DT/67?  You insist that I take it now?  You have the floor.
I see you withdrawing now.
Let's go to agenda item number 5, DT/67, proposal to revise Resolution 137, deployment of future networks in developing countries.
I see United Arab Emirates asking for the floor.
>> UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Thank you, Chairman.  I'll speak in English at this time.
Our proposal was to defer the discussions of all resolutions under Ad Hoc Group network and to take them all at once because we had similar contributions from the Arab States to those resolutions.  I understand that there is no square brackets in the TD documents now presented, and this was the understandings, from the compromise we have reached yesterday during the meetings of the Ad Hoc that we'll take all of these resolutions as a package.
That was the reason behind the proposal to defer the discussion.  That's why we're kindly requesting you, Mr. Chairman, to defer this, move to the other agenda items on your agenda today and we can go back to those resolutions once we discuss them further at the Ad Hoc Group level again.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, United Arab Emirates.
What you have asked for, it is new information.  I didn't get that in the consideration of the agenda and I didn't get that in the report from the Arab Group Chair.
I want us to proceed on considering DT/67 which is our revision on 137.
Can you please take us through the happenings on DT/67.
>> Thank you, Chair.
The resolution on the future networks in developing country, the proposal has some new recalls of resolutions 37 and 23, but the main aspect that's been included ‑‑ there are two aspects.  IT systems in the promoting broadband connectivity, and affordability and the costs associated with deployment of future networks.  This new text is in the operative part on 3, instruct Secretary‑General, Director, and the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau, 3, and also invites Member States, sector members, 3, and in the preamble, in taking in account H that are the documented tracked changes.  That's basically what was updated and recognized and this concludes the presentation.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Right.  Thank you very much.
I'll open the floor, if there is anything that you agreed in DT/67 that's missing.  Any comments on this document as per the agreement?  The Ad Hoc meeting, United Arab Emirates, you have the floor.
>> UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Thank you very much, Chairman.
Good day to you and to everyone.
I think, Chairman, as mentioned, probably by the Ad Hoc Chair earlier, in the introduction of the four documents, there are a number of Arab proposals to 137 and 203.  These proposals, covering a number of issue, one is the reference to an agreed ITU‑R resolution and there was no consensus on, that was 173.
And there were a number of other proposals coming from the Arab Group.
The discussion in the Ad Hoc was progressive trying to get a compromise on all of the issues across the four documents, including Resolution 137, 203 and 139 while afflicting those resolutions, those proposals, 159, agreeing on the text that we had and the discussion before.  While considering that 139 is open and approving this without the Arab proposal, so we're missing something here, Chairman.  This was the rationale behind the proposal of my colleague to defer the discussion and the decision on 137 and 203 until we sort out the issue of 139.
I hope, Chairman, this clarifies why we have requested the definitely on the discussion of these two resolutions and with this, I would like to not take decision today on 137 and 203 and consider it under 139 discussion tomorrow.
Thank you, Chairman.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, United Arab Emirates.
I see United States wants the floor again.  I asked a specific question, when I could ask specific questions, I want a response to my question so I can know what to note.
My question was very simple.
In what you have in DT/67, does it reflect your agreements and output?  That's what I want from comments, comments on.  Those asking for the floor, if there is any difference from what you agree, kindly let us know.  If there are any parts that you agree that's not reflected in the text, this is what at this stage I'm asking for.
United States, you're asking for the floor.
Please go ahead.
>> UNITED STATES of AMERICA: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
Good morning to all colleagues.
Yes, very simply to answer your question, DT/67 does fully reflect what we had agreed in the Ad Hoc level.  We see it is presented without any brackets, we support proceeding with approval.  As an active participant in the Ad Hoc on networks, we would like to emphasize that the bracketed language that remains in Resolution  139 was not part of the carefully crafted compromise relative to the relationship between the four resolutions in the networks cluster and so it seemed entirely nonsensible to us that we would hold up progress on 137, for instance, and derail our hours and hours of productive negotiations and good work and prevent this Working Group from finalizing the positive outcomes it has achieved here in 137.
Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, United States.
I see United Arab Emirates asking for the floor.  I hope it is not in response to the United States.  Thank you. 
I asked a question.  At this stage, what I need, it is that the text reflects what was agreed we can move to Question 2, there are many questions that I know you have prepared answers.  Please, don't answer all the questions before they're asked.  Let's go through the process.
United Arab Emirates, you have the floor.
>> UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
We would like to thank all those who have spoken.  I think we have expressed our point of view very clearly and we have expressed what the point was in our other interventions.
In response to your question, Chair.
When it comes to DT/67 and the Resolution 137, we think we had an agreement.  This document is linked to all of the others that were presented on the same subject.  In order to facilitate the running of this meeting, we will not oppose the submission of DT/67 to Plenary, but we may return to the document at the next Plenary, depending on the results of the discussions that will take place on Resolution 139.
So I hope I have been clear, Chair.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, United Arab Emirates.
Jordan, does this DT/69 reflect the agreements Revision of Resolution 137?  Jordan, you have the floor.
>> JORDAN: Thank you, Chairman.
Yes.  Indeed.  In DT/57, reflects the agreement that we reached at the Ad Hoc meeting.  However, I would like to take up what the delegate of the United Arab Emirates has just said and I would think that it would be wise, Chairman, if the document is submitted.  I think it would be wiser to defer this submission.  We don't object for the sake of it all.  As we have heard from the United Arab Emirates maybe we could reach an agreement on all these documents if we defer the discussion now and look at them as a package.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Jordan.
Again, yes to the second question.
I see others who want to ask for the floor.  Let us proceed on this work, if you allow me.
There seems to be no consensus and agreement that DT/67 reflects the agreements on revision to Resolution 137.
The next page we have to get to, which has answered itself, by certain submissions, it is that this document, it is linked to other documents as a package and even though there is no disagreement to see other issue resolved elsewhere before this is approved.
This is not the agreement in our working method at WG‑PL.  From the report of the Chair of the Arab Group, it was clear to us one condition of having an open run in a particular revision or resolution, all have a New Resolution.  This was my understanding.  With this said, I would propose that we submit DT/67 Resolution 137 to the Plenary.  Is there any objection? 
I see no comments be from the floor.  Thank you very much.
We have DT/67, Resolution 137 as revised to the Plenary.
We can then move on to agenda item 7, which is Revision of Resolution 203 as in DT/68 and I give the floor to the Chair of the Arab Group ‑‑ I'm sorry.  Ad Hoc Group on networks to take us through.
Please, you have the floor.
>> Thank you, Chair.
In the same basis, Resolution 203 on connectivity to broadband networks, we have updated the recalling, the considering with opinions 1 and 2 of WPTF and priority 1 of the Kigali Action Plan and other resolutions, and we also added some references to IMT systems with bridging the digital divide and finally promoting digital literacy through the development of new technologies for broadband.  These are the main additions and revisions for 203.  This is in the context of our discussions.
Thank you.  No brackets in the ‑‑
>> CHAIR: Thank you.
Again, that's DT/68 reflects the agreements to the Revision of Resolution 203.  I see United Arab Emirates asking for the floor.
You have the floor.
>> UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Thank you, Chairman.
You're asking the same question and as we did for the previous DT, we are going to repeat our proposal in respect of this document, DT/68 and Resolution 203 as well.  Once again, we reserve the right to return to this text, submitting an option of notification to the Plenary.  I repeat we reserve our right to return to this text after the discussions have concluded on Resolution  139.
Thank you, Chairman.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, United Arab Emirates.
The question is, is there any difference in your agreement on the text as we have in DT/67 or Revision of Resolution 203?  I see no one asking for the floor.  Thank you very much.
Is there any ‑‑ Jordan?
>> JORDAN: Thank you.  Thank you, Chairman.
I just would like to clear up one point, what is the working method concerning the adoption of these texts?  We said more than once actually that not all delegations have been able to participate in the work of the Ad Hoc Group.  Despite that, I have heard you proposing the adoption of DT/67, everybody applauded.  We adopted that text apparently.  My question is this, what exactly are our working methods?  Are we going to examine the Amendments one by one or are we going to have to put down a reservation as the UAE has done?  What procedure are we following?  What are our working methods, Chairman?  I would appreciate some clarity on that.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Jordan.
Working method at this stage is as we're receiving from the Arab Groups their reports on resolutions where they are and what we can possibly take to Plenary and where we did not encourage square brackets to this meeting so as much as we may try to address some of them we have to go back to the Ad Hoc Groups because that was the main text, coming back with agreement.
At this stage, we want to know whether the text which has been presented to us reflects the agreements or any disagreement, then we carry on to the next stage.  That was my question and I have no one asking for the floor.  Is there any objection to DT/68 to Resolution 03 to the Plenary.  I see no one asking for the floor.  Thank you very much.
So back to you, Chair of Ad Hoc on networks.  We still have work to do.  After our meeting closes and so when the Working Group of the Plenary closes tomorrow.  I'm handing you back DT/71 and DT/73.  Please come back in a similar manner as you did with DT/67 and 68.
I know you can do it.
Please have them become and then we can conclude.
I give you the floor.
>> Thank you, Chair.
I will pursue to my fullest compromising in giving you back the document without square brackets.  I just wanted to urge the colleagues that we keep the understanding that we have been and the mood, and we seek the understanding of all so that we can reach the final agreement.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Brazil.
At this stage, we are at agenda number 9 and proposals to revise Resolution 67.  In the last meeting, again, it was reported on, there was the agreement for further consultation because it came with square brackets.  We have a very interesting report on this.  I want to invite Sudan to present on Resolution 64.
>> SUDAN: Thank you for generously providing us one more session to come up with the DT/42, it is a compromised text without any square brackets.  I thank U.S. and Cuba for their understanding and I thank also Mr. Vladimir from ITU for his help. 
It is back to you, Mr. Chairman.
>> CHAIR: Thank you.  A very short report.
DT/42(Rev.2), Revision of Resolution 64, Revision 1.
Does it reflect our agreement across Cuba, United States, Sudan who asked this to be considered.
Is there any objection? 
United States, you have the floor.
>> UNITED STATES of AMERICA: Thank you, Chair. 
There is no objection.  I just wanted to clarify that it is Revision 1 as shown on the screen.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Sorry, Revision 1 of DT/42.  Is there any objection to DT/42 Revision 1 of Resolution  of 64 being sent to the Plenary? 
I see no one asking for the floor.  Thank you very much.  We have the approval.
Thank you.
Now to agenda item 10 proposals to revise Resolution 180, promoting deployment and adoption of IPv6 to facilitate the transition from IPv4 to IPv6.
Let me invite possibly my youngest Ad Hoc Chair from Kenya.  Madam, please update us.
>> KENYA: Thank you very much, Chair.
Regarding Resolution 180, I would like to submit to you, Chair, and the meeting, that we did have lots of extensive discussions.  The spirit of compromise did prevail in 180.  Most certainly I would like to also appreciate the efforts that went in led by our colleague and Distinguished Delegate Mr. Victor from Mexico who did a wonderful job with the informal discussions leading up to the discussions that we did have with the Ad Hoc Group.
For this particular resolution, Chair, we don't have any square bracket, as I said, the spirit of compromise prevailed and also of consensus. 
I present to you, Chair, Revision of Resolution 180 for your consideration.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, very much, Ad Hoc Chair on internet.
Any comments on the report?  On Revision of Resolution 80, as in DT/53.  I see no one asking for the floor.
Does this reflect our agreements?  Are there any issues?  I see no one asking for the floor.
Is there any objection to DT/53, our Revision of Resolution 180 being transmitted to the Plenary? 
I see no one asking for the floor.  Thank you very much.
Now we get to agenda item 11, proposals to revise Resolution 206, OTTs.
I ask you again.  You have the floor.
>> KENYA: Thank you very much, Chair.
I present to you Resolution 206.  Once again, Chair, I would like to thank colleagues for engaging with us on this one.  This was a difficult one to go into.  Chair, we did have Sudan who did a wonderful job engaging colleagues on the informal group.
Chair, following extensive discussions, once again, in the spirit of consensus and also I think I have to say consideration on this matter, we do have a general agreement from the group to have a no change on this Resolution 206.  I present to you, then, Chair Resolution 206 with no change.
Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR: Thank you very much, Madam Chair on internet.
Can we give a round of applause to no change?
(Round of applause).
We maintain Resolution 206 Dubai, 2018.  We're having a good time for that particular resolution.  For it to last eight years, that's one of a good memory.
We move on to the next agenda item, which is proposals to revise Resolution 205, DT/55, who else but my distinguished Vice‑Chair to report on it.  You have the floor.
>> Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Good morning, colleagues.
So I would just remind that the Ad Hoc on innovations had a set of proposals on three documents, Resolution 205 on fostering innovation and two proposals on a New Resolution, multicountry proposal, New Resolution on digital platforms and Arab and African region proposals on bridging the data divide.
During the discussions of the Ad Hoc, it was decided not to have a standalone resolution on digital platforms and to merge it with Document 205.  Also, the same decision was made regarding the proposal on New Resolution on bridging the data divide.  The necessary provisions were also merged with revised version of 205.  As regards to proposals for Revision of Resolution 205, regional proposals, also the group agreed on that, that we didn't have any major concerns there.
Unfortunately, Mr. Chairman, there are square brackets left in the final version of the revised digital platforms, so no consensus was reached due to the lack of clarity about terminology on digital platforms.  We still have some unsolved issues and then also one more detail, after looking at the document, there were two mentions of the document, of the same resolution in the text, so this should also be solved.  With this, I finish my report and looking for your further guidance, Mr. Chairman.
>> CHAIR: Thank you very much, Chair of Ad Hoc innovation, anything related to digital platforms in square brackets.
I see Iran is asking for the floor.
Iran, you have the floor.
>> ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Through you, I want to thank my distinguished colleague who Chaired this very important group.
Mr. Chairman, I think we can continue our offline discussions with a view to maybe finding a good solution forward.
I think I have already discussed some possible ways forward with some colleagues.  I'm hopeful that we can move on this issue with more time available to the Chair of the Drafting Group.
We are in your hands.  I think we should strive to do the best of our ability to achieve consensus.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Iran.
I see U.K. asking for the floor.  United Kingdom, you have the floor.
>> UNITED KINGDOM: Thank you to the Chair and all colleagues working on this.
I think we did all that we can do on this.  At this point, I would say from our perspective, the best way forward is per the formal working methods to drop the bracketed text and to take this to the Plenary, Chair.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, United Kingdom.
I see Vietnam asking for the floor.  Before I give you the floor, Vietnam, I want to summarize the report from the Ad Hoc Chair and also what we have from Iran and United Kingdom and propose a way forward.  If you can react to that together, because of our time, we have heard that there was some ambiguity on digital platforms and that's a certain clarification.
Distinguished delegate from Iran says there is some hope and some consultations ongoing.  I don't want to believe that United Kingdom is giving up at this stage.  If you accept my proposal, I want Vietnam to take this opportunity in 3 minutes to really convince us about digital platforms because this is an opportunity where you are having it in all languages in 3 minutes, please.
From there on, I will give the opportunity to allow Ad Hoc Chair and other coordinators from the regions with support of Iran to see how best you can come back with anything agreed but without square brackets.
Vietnam, you have the floor.
>> VIETNAM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I hope less than 2 minutes.
Speaking on behalf of the APT, I'm pleased to provide further clarification which we have had intensive consults with the terminologies with digital platforms and of the Ad Hoc Group on innovation.
First, it was in light of the definition, the Ad Hoc has not consented to include platforms in Resolution 205.
Mr. Chairman, in my understanding, we have also no definition on the term of ICT.  It is very common term, and used by the Union.  On another point, there are studies on the development of digital platforms that's been conducted in the region and other international organization, but they have not been recognized in the Union entities.  The digital platform and critical and innovative enablers to derive the development of digital economy and society service delivery in the ICT ecosystem and it is now the digital platform that's in the middle of infrastructures and application and services.  Therefore, the Resolution 205 should make provisions for ITU within its mandates to undertake the studies to first understand what digital platforms are and recommend where ITU can assist Member States on the development of digital platform to support Digital Transformation, which is clearly identified as ITU under the Strategic Plan for the next period with regard I would like to look forward and to draw consideration and endorsement of the contribution of APT to make the consensus, we are more than happy to join the discussion to raise our expectation.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Vietnam.
So as a way forward, we can have this taken up one more time with coordinators from various regions with the Distinguished Delegate from Iran helping us and yourself to see how best you can show on the OSI model and how best you can help us.  The comment, it is that it is an APT proposal, that was not the case.  It was a multicountry proposal.  I see Papua New Guinea asking for the floor.  Papua New Guinea, is there an objection to the way forward?  I have 5 minutes to close this meeting.
Papua New Guinea, you have the floor.
>> PAPUA NEW GUINEA: Thank you, Chair.
Never oppose your way forward.
This was just, yes, to clarify what you had just said, that this is indeed a proposal from the APT region, and it is not an APT common proposal to the Conference.
Thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR: Thank you.
So we move on to the next agenda item, 13, proposal for New Resolution, role of telecommunications/ICTs in mitigating global pandemics.
My good friend from Czech Republic has a resolves and we give you the floor.
>> CZECH REPUBLIC: Thank you for the floor, Mr. Chair.
I would like to thank all the colleagues who participated in the work of the informal group as well as the Secretariat Ms. Kim for all effective support.
The informal group on the resolution on pandemic met three times for one and a half hours in an official meeting followed by two one and a half hour drafting meetings putting a lot of effort in merging the initial four proposals and further discussing fit for purpose language in an efficient manner.
The final text contains 7 times square brackets around some passages that mainly concern the safe background, which is a broader reference to the language based on outcomes of the previous discussions like WTPF and WTBC.  This request and addition, it is made by one region and there is no support from others.
There was no agreement possible at the level of informal group.  To my understanding, this situation appears also in other texts discussed at this Plenipotentiary Conference, and thus the Working Group of Plenary Chair is kindly asked by the informal group and its Chair to discuss this matter at the level of Working Group of Plenary.
Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR: Thank you for the report, and no thank you for the square brackets.
I want to give the opportunity to get back, and if you need help here on ‑‑ it is about considering of WPTF in this particular resolution.  Again, that was on pandemics.
We have to see whether we want to have an opinion in this resolution and if we agree on that as a principle, it is easier to go into that text of WTPF and bring that into this resolution.
I want to give that opportunity to you again to consult with the coordinators and cross the regions and to see how best you can have an agreement on this if this is acceptable to you.
Thank you very much.
Then we can deal with the last, but not the least proposals of new recommendation on connection refugee settlements to the internet.  And that's DT/54.
Greece, you have the floor.  We have only a minute.  Interpreters, you have been working overtime today because you're kind to my friend at Com 5, will you be kind to me as well?  10 minutes, it is the first time of asking.
>> Yes, Chairman.  Of course, that's fine from the interpreters.
>> CHAIR: Thank you very much for your kindness.
Greece, you have the floor.
>> GREECE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Do you hear me?
>> CHAIR: I see you loud and clear and see you.  Kindly proceed.
>> GREECE: At the request of the Working Group of the Plenary, an informal group was convened on Saturday with remote participation to discuss the recommendation text in light of comments made in the previous Working Group Plenary.
So now we propose a new text on the recommendation that has been agreed that the informal meeting on Saturday and that was sent to the interested parties for comments to be adopted by the Working Group Plenary today.
This document now is a DT and it is DT/54.  This new recommendation text, in the considering section, it takes into account current work between ITU and UN HCR regarding the digital cooperation in support of forcibly displaced, stateless people and their hosting communities.  The text in the instructs section is now streamlined with the first two bullets combined to take into account cooperation among a range of UN bodies and agencies on this very important topic.  Instructs also to report to ITU Council meetings over the next period and to the next ITU PP Conference on actions taken in this regard.
We would like to thank all of the participants of the informal group for their time and their work and we particularly thank you, the Chair, Mr. Chair, of the Working Group Plenary who joined us.
I believe that this text reflects the comments expressed so far, and we submit this text to the Working Group Plenary, Mr. Chair, for your approval.
Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Greece.
So for your work, for that spirit that you have on a Saturday morning, it was right for the weekend.
We have DT/54 on draft recommendation for inclusion in the Working Group of the Plenary, Chairman's report to the Plenary on connecting refugee settlements to the internet.
Is there any changes to what was agreed last Saturday?  I see no one asking for the floor.
Is there no objections of this recommendation as part of my report to the Plenary.
I see no one asking for the floor.
Thank you very much.
Thank you.  Just to summarize our meeting from this morning, we have had a number of no change and revised near resolutions going to the Plenary.  We have some that have square brackets tied to each other, and we have asked the Chairs of Ad Hoc Group on network innovation to continue and the New Resolution on pandemics as well.  We know that cyber and internet Ad Hoc Groups be competing on who is the last to report.
They have gone beyond 20 plus indeed!  So I see South Africa asking for the floor.  South Africa, you have the floor.
>> SOUTH AFRICA: Good afternoon, colleagues, again.
Yes.  You are correct.
We're still at work.
The colleagues have been working tirelessly and mostly with a very good spirit to try and work their way through all of the proposals in Resolution 130.  It is the last resolution that we're working on.  We are requesting more time so that we can try to clear the remaining square brackets.  Our proposal is that we meet at 2:00 p.m. this afternoon and we conclude at 9:00 p.m. with breaks obviously as appropriate during that time.
Thank you very much, Chairperson, for your consideration.
Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, Chair of Ad Hoc Group cyber of offering another 7 hours to go.
I see United Kingdom asking for the floor.
You have the floor.
>> UNITED KINGDOM: Thank you, Chair.
Thank you to our Ad Hoc Chair for all the help and support that he is giving us.  I think we're making some progress in the cyber discussions, but we also note that Plenary is meeting at 2:30.  Although we're very happy to meet at 2:00 we would be anxious to make sure that the Ad Hoc does not meet at the same time as Plenary.
Thank you, Chair.
>> CHAIR: Thank you, United Kingdom, for your concern.
Can we then move it to 4:00 p.m.
From 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.?  That means that you have 7 hours, if this is acceptable to everyone.
I give the floor to South Africa.  South Africa, you have the floor.
>> SOUTH AFRICA: Chairperson, yes, noted.  We'll resume our work at 4:00 p.m.  Thank you.
>> CHAIR: Thank you for the work.
Thank you.  We wish that you come back with no square brackets.  All the time we have given you, we don't expect square brackets, please don't ‑‑ when you come back, there are no square brackets because we will not have the time to actually go back.  Please come back with no square brackets.
I want to go to Ad Hoc Chair for internet.
I suppose there should be some bright news from the Horn of Africa.  Kenya, you have the floor.
>> KENYA: To manage expectation, we're not coming to you for this time, this time around.  We're even going to donate whichever time it is that you had allocated to us to our dear colleague Jim and to the discussions on cyber.  We have completed our work in essence and we hope that we'll be able to present those to you tomorrow.
Thank you very much.
>> CHAIR: So tomorrow we will possibly start with internet issues.
I hope it is not coming with square brackets.
Thank you for your report.
I hope it is not having square brackets.  If there are any, try to resolve them before bringing it here.  There will be no time for you to go back.
Do well between this time and then with no square bracket.
Any other business before we close our meeting for today?  Tomorrow we have two sessions, in the morning, in the afternoon.  Then we end.
Any other issues?  I see no one asking for the floor.
Secretariat, any announcements?
>> SECRETARIAT: We'll reserve rooms for all the informal and Ad Hocs that will take place today.  Please follow the screens and ‑‑ I don't have the information right now, but follow the screens to see which room is assigned for the Ad Hocs and the informals.
>> CHAIR: Thank you very much.
Thanks to you all for your cooperation and thank you to the interpreters for your kind 10 minutes.
This meeting has closed.  Thank you very much.
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